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EARLY HISTORY, OF BON. SECOUR

My mother, Theresa Margaret:Kéllef'Miller(came to Nobile, Alabama'
from Blumenthal, CGermany ﬁhen she was seventeen years-of age. When
_she married and came to live in Bon Secour there was no church,b Now
and then en itinerant Temperanoe Preacher passed through and stirred
up a semblance of‘religiOn; .ThQ'Roman Catholic Church sent a priest

once e Yéarlto baptisé;;ﬁféhts.;;.  |

My mother beiiéﬁad in infan$ baptism, (since-she'was Lutheran) so
she urged.my sunt, Mrg. Annalﬁrﬁdop who was a member of Trih%f Church,
to request Bishop Richard H. Wilmer through Rev. J. S. Johnson of
Tfinity to send‘a‘ministor once a yvoear bto baptize the chlldren,as
the Roman Catholics did. _

Bishop Wilmer sent Rev. Asa 'J. Roberts who saw.the great need of
a school in the community. Fe sent his deughber "Miss Sally" who was

the first teacher.. Sheiboarded or lived with my mother and ﬁ&qght in

& vacant house near by; She was pald $8.00 a month. It was not eaosy
going for a teacher, for many ofithe people regented the form and ceremony
of the Episoopal Church Whiqh_she represented. one day she came home
crying and saylng that some one had pﬁt'g doad hog on her school steps

and had laboled it, "For the teacher's lunch". She felt thet she

could not bear gsuch an insult, but she did go on.

For some bime the school was a Parochial School sUpported Lo
by Lta patrons, Then it became a Public School atiended by both white
and croeole c¢hildren. After a short time the Creoles were given a sep-

arate school.
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’ Thé church and school‘wérétbﬁiiﬁ side by slde in 1885,
T In order to- ralse funds for he church building a boat éxoursion;

: i
was given from Moblle.- It was advertised as being given for benefit ;

~ of St. Peters! Qhurch.  Some Catholics came for they felt that "S%.

 Peter™ belonged eXclﬁs;vely to them.’ Onwthe return trip, they talked

'.Cathollcs saild, "But this St. Peters' Qhurch belongs to the Episcopaliansz"
-fi:Imagino their chagrin! ' : ' - |

Y .

‘of the new church and the wonderful opportunity for the spread of their

faith. My uncle, a LuLheran, who always liked to antagonize the Roman

The Roman Catholics built a church soon after that.

My mother kept the flrst Post Office and 1t was called "Theresa'.

-In 1886 I was b&ptized in St. Peters Ghurch. ﬂMrs. J. E. Brown of

Foley may have been the Pirqt baby baptized there.)  The first Confirmat-

ion Class was confirmed in my home. by Bishop Viilmer, The first Church
wedding was that of Mr.‘James Allen and Miss Winnifred Johnson. I,

though only a tot, remember phatpwodding and .the lovely bride. (Archie

Allen's father and mother)'

The work of the school and church was clooely 1nterWOVen. - Two of
the earllest teachers were Miss Adele Briﬁht (Mrs. Starr) and Miss
Mmelia Schreiber (Sister of Mrs. J;‘C. Witt). Both did much'to uplif't

" the 1ives\of the people in the community.

Three outstanding teachers were: Miss Laure Mc' Nameo, a member of

‘st. Johns Church, Mobile, Milss Sophie Schreiber who married Mr. J. C.

Witt, and Miss Augusta'Martyn who added much to the efficiency of the

‘church work and who did much to imppove the way of life of the community.

I taught the Witt School for four years.

Bon Segours! History and the Church History would not be complete
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- without telling of | the devotJon and faithfulness of "The Witk rammly"3

"Mlss Mary" almost always boarded the teachers 85 and the preaaheru :_'
always found a haven of rest and~peace in her home. ' Mr. Willie",
though 8 tone déaf,'conductgd‘sunday,§0hool and was Lay Réader for many
. &ears. "Me., J;mmy" (Je Cu) Wés s falithful warden and also trustes of |,
”Witt,Sohoo}". These br&thersgﬁook-turns about raising the €hurch
Flag. (A gggund of red with a white cross.) You see the minister had

I;to travgl by sall boat depending oanind end weather, and 1f he didn't
arrive the f;ég'waé not_raiséd;ﬁil~beifry with bell was ddd@d7tb~tha
church building and}bothrweré used——thé flag calling to thé;River Folk,
the bell ringing out its call to Lho e who dwelt in the ihﬁérior.vfﬂev.
Howard Walker drove down from Atmore with his horse and buggy once' a
montfl. | |

There are many families whpse;fore—f@bhers wopshipped in the old’
"St, Peters by thé'Sea;” ,é "o |

The Swift consolidgted Schbolfand the new St. Peters are st111
"side by sid¢” working f@r’thgfup%ift of the community andfﬁhenglofyl
of God. | ' - - Ly
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. EDUCATION IN BON SHECOUR
The first school in Bon Secour was a private school in the home b
of John Cook about 1840. John Gobkﬂs home stood nsar the spol where

Mr.. and Mrs. Walter Miller now live.. A governess was hired to live

~in the home and teach the Cook children and anyone else who wished to

attend., People lived so far apart with no way of traveling except by

boat, horseback, horse and buggy,'ér walking, that only a very few

children were able to c¢ome.

It is said that Walter Miller's fathér was one of the children

.who did attend., He would row a boat from Oyster Bay to where Patber-

éon’s store now stands, then walk bo John Cook's home. ~ He was able
: - - : {
to attend school only one or ‘Two months a year and did not go past the
second grade}
As the years passed several more private schools. wore stmrted in

other parts of Bon Secour. There was the Plash School in Oyster Bay

and the Wenzel School, the Coburn School, the Creole School, the Swift

Mill School, and the Wit School on this side of the river.,

One of the teachers in the Coburn School was Miss Hattie Hallaway
who taught for $11.00 a month for three months a year.
The Witt School was the first public school in Bon Secour although

to begin.with 1t was a private school. It wa.s started about 188? by

“the people of St. Peter'!s Episcopal Church. Mlss Sally Roberts, the

Bishop's daughter, was the first teacher. Mlss Roberts and several of

 the toaqhers vho followed would board from house to house. She wag

paid by the parents of the children,‘often taking her pay in board.

St e e N e s
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The Witt School was made & public school when N¥r. Lambert was
)

uperintendent of Educatlon in Baldwin County, It was maintalined Cor

thirty three years and had, in all, ninetesn different teachers. The

\.l‘
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July storm of 1916 damaged the building g0 badly that it was < 363?:
not to make repalrs and thus the Wittt School was discontinued.

Located on the banks of the river, ths Wittt School was somevint
inaccessible at times, Wh@ﬁ a gouthwest wind came thoe tido would
come up into the school house and the children would have Lo be rog-
cued by boat. Since it was unhandy for many of the childrsn to roach
WM. and Mrs, ﬁhﬂfloo Swift selected a spolt about halfl Way between the
Witt School and the Wenzel 3chool and btapt > the Swift-Mill School.
It was bullt directly across the road from the present site of the
Swlit Consolida%ed,School and acb ommodated the Swift children and
thelr nolgxbor”_as well aslth@ cp%ldr@n of the 11l workm n;

In 1917 the patrons of Swift-MLll school and‘Witt School decided
to pool theilr éfforts and materials, enlarge thelr school building,
and have at 1&&5@ two teachers. The result was the bullding of the
Swift Consolidated School. At & léter date the Plash School at
Oyster Bay decided to become a part of Swlft Consolidated S3chool also,

e history'of the progress of the 3ghool parallels the history
of the ?ayent~T3aoh®r Assoclation., ¥r, snd Mrs., 8. A, Snlth organiz-
od a "School Improvement Assoclation" of which Mrs. Charles A. Swift

wag first pres ident. This Association later became the P.T.A. Bon

Secour is noted for its active P.T.A. The P,T.A. now had aboub sixty

members and lts officers are: President-—Iir, George Kalser, Vice-

Proesident-—lrs., Lloyd Allon, Socrebtary and Trotgurer--Irs. Marle
Carver.,
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The P.T.A. has gponsored mony fine projects for the schocl and
1t hélﬁs in all the school doess, The project for this yeer 1, "lew
Pl&yground.Equipment” and already more than three hundred dollors have
been spent for swings and a sliding board,

During the last few years the P,T,/A. has provided the classroons
with the most modern t@aéhing equlipment; such ac, a slide projscior,
a 16 M.M. £film projector, maps, rlobes, and supplies Tor the children
to work with, such as paints, brushes, papsr, aguariums, and science
materials. The Associsation has gpent hundreds of dollars oy new
1ibrary books and enoyolopedias éo that the children would have nlonbly

Fal

of reading and refersence materials,

Daring the last years of Mr. Tharp's tterm a beautiful moder:
audltorium and gymnasium combined was built on the campus. The P,T.A,
.provided it.Witﬁ a beosutiful red velvebt curtain and belge cycloramsa.
The auditoriuvin has fllled a long-felb need in the community, With
1ts adequate stege and large seabing capaclty 1t is used more and.
more as the focal meeting place for all communlty activities.

At the beginning of our school lunchroom program- -the P.T.A,
squipped the kitchen with all modern conveniences., It also bought
for the school the first electric pump so thab the kitchen could heave
running water, and installed bﬁtane gas for cooking.

Bon Secour 1ls not only proud of its P.T.A. bub of its very (ine
1unchrodm,4 The lunchroom was started by’Miéa Bernice Mlller and lrs.
Roj Holmes. They planned to have parents send canned and fresh veg-
ét&blos and Mr. Childress gave soup bones. The teachers preparsd soup
and' sold 1t Tor five cents a cup. The plan soon broadened and meals
were served for ten cents. Now we have two efficient cafeberia
workers, Mrs. Maudle Vioodard and Mrs Luby Oockr@ll who sepve goverin-
'm@nt approved meals with milk for ﬁwenty«five cents each.,
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Whett SWift-MLll School wag re-bullt in 1917 1t had a teacherapge
~and only three classrooms. Loter two more larpge classroomg and four
bathroons ﬁere added and the auditorium was built. ¥Wow Swift Schbol
is a'place where children arse comfortable and hapny and where teachers
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are able To practice thelr philosonhy of good teaching, wn

-

concerned with the development of the whole child; his‘phy cal
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‘body, his alert mind, his emotional security, and his socisa
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being. Credit for the school should be given to all the people of
. } .
-the past who have worked so hard to make the school what 1t 1s, to
the trustees of the present, Thomas 3teele, George Raiser, and Preston

Fulford; to the P.T.A., to the children, to the teachers, but most of

j N
6}

‘all to the principal, Mrs. Swift, because "As 1s the princival, so

the school't, ' ' " .




