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BELFOREST SCHOOL

Belforest School played an importaﬁt vart in the
educational progress of Baldwin County for.a little over
fifty years. According to the best information it seems\
the first school house was erected about 1896 on the site
occupied by the »resent building. Since that time
Belforest as two other school buildings.

That 1little one-room school house,built by the patrons
of the community, was perhaps typical of the average country
sechool in Alabama at that time, It was of frame construction,
with board roof, few windows, and one door. The desks were
home-made afiairs, and not too comfortable. A big wood stove
stood in a conspicdous place near the centsr of the room.

The water bucket and dipper was found on =z shelf in the
corner., The Blue Back Speller, and tke kc Guffey Readers
were zmong the ouitstending text boocks of that era., Miss

ng

teacher- in fact sie 224 Zer fathsr, ir., E.B. Gregory and
a neighbor, kr. EZ.i. Brooks, formsrly of Indiana, were
largely responsible for the srection of this first little
school building. She tzught five grades., Other grades

were added as the children advanced,
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among those abttending this first school were the Harco,

Lazzari, Burroughs, Trione, Stapletonr, White, and Fender

Children, uiiss Gregory tzught for perhaps three years,
She, a devout Christian, and 2 registered nurse must have
haé a profwnd influence over hsr pupils.

Ubher capable teschsrs succesding iMiss Gregory made

snz sducaiticnal 1ife of the
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very defini
community. Miss Zssis Zisgids, =2 reisztion of the Garrett
family, was thes sscozi feschsr. Izm 1500 the Gluckstein
sisters, Nipz exzd Fzmnle came to Belforsst. They taught two

sessions of scrcol, ard were succeedsed by Yiss Katie Fields.,

190¢ Hisses Beatrilce and Ada Partridge tezught here.

¥r, John Ken&rick and Miss Ethel Davis wers sprointed to
teach the 1906-1907 session of school., The storm of
September 27th; partly demolished the building, and
hat year school convened in the old Hemingway House -
& large, unattractive Ttwo story building - located just

in front of the old CGarrett home. (bﬂ dg,RJ.jT%)



t Hemingway House many adjustments had to be made.

“ -

Boys and girls did continue to have separate nlay areas.

An Gléf%ggep was substituted for the familiar bell, to call
the children indoors. Desks were most uncomforitable, and
conditions were crowded, Chlldren attending school at this
time included the Garrett, Grimes, Sirm@n, MeGill, Robinson,

Myrick, Creamer, Manci, Trione,inntarelli M&rco Rolando,

S Lazzat
Cometti, Langham, Allegri, Berga Gerue, Bcrtmlla, 8 ?1l¢pp

and Boni. A%t this time eight grades were taught. Base bail
was the favorite game in those days. The boys cleared a
place for a dlamcnd in the nearhy gobtton patch., Mr., Kendrick
lived in the eztrame northern part of the community and
walked all of four miles each way to school,

Thanks to the destructive storm of 1906 Belforest gained
2 new school building. This was a two sbory structure,
gonsisting of two class roaﬁs, with ‘the upper room to be used
as an auditorium. The county and school patrons cooperated
in the erection of this project., Mr. Richard Rackley and
his stepmother, Mrs. Lula Rackley were the firsit teachers to
use the new buildins~, In fact the second room was completed

during that session of school.
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Other teachers serving Belforest included the'
following:
1908-1910 Miss 1Lilla Simmons

and

Miss Ella White
1910-1911 Mr. George Strong-
Miss Lenora Strong
11911-1912 Miss Mable McDaniels
| Miss Minnie MeDaniels
1912-1913 Miss Maude Lowrey
Miss Cynthelia Lowrey
Miss Maude, as she was affectionately known, taughﬁ until
1918, That year she married Orlando Maneci, and went %o live
near Camp Gordon, Georgia, with her soldier husband, How well
we remember that sad parting, and especially the fact that
Viola Bertella had to borrow a handkerchief from Gladys Robinson
tb cry in! Mr., Chandler was sent %o fill the yacency as a
Gvan TV ESON
result of Miss Maude's resignation. In 1916 Mse McKensle dOF
Daphne, was sent to Belforest, This was the first time
Belforest had three teachers. These were peak years for

Belforest., The attendance reached 107 that vaar.
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Miss McKenzie remained &t Belforest two years, Misses.
Williekérace Stewart, Miss Olive Wooster and Cynthelia
Lowrey taugh§ the 1918-191% session of school.iDuring
that year Miss Lowrey was called to Washington, D.C.
where she was engaged in Civil Service Work,

In the fall of 1919 ¥r, Carlos-Shriner, Miss %
Pauline Thompson and Mrs, Foreman were our Teachers.
That year the Ninth Grade was added, Mr. Shriner
remained for the 1920-21 session. His assistants were
Miss Ellen Harrison and Miss Marjorie Jewel, The Tenth
Grade was added that year to accomodate the several iy
pupils who had done Ninth Grade work the year before,
It developed that only one pupil~ Frances Penry -
enrolléd for the work.

In 1921 - 22 Mr. Walter Jones, Miss Marjorie Jewel
and Miss Luverne Hérris opened the new session of school,
At Christmas Mr. Jones resigned, and Miss Harris was

transferred to Silverhill. Mr, Teal succeeded Mr, Jones.

g
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In the winter of 1937 - 38 the school building burned.
This fire was the result of a faulty flue., For the
remainder of that season @&nd the following year, school
" was conducted in the Christian Church. That year Miss

Sybil Davidson was assistent to Mrs. Robinson.
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On February 1k, 1939 Miss Ella suffered. a stroke and

n the 16th passed away.

school and community.

Miss Addie Stepleton was appointed to complete the 1938-39

Her death was a severe blow $0 the

She was loved by .all who knew her,

term of school. She continued %o serve as principal until

1942.

The County replaced ocur old building with & modern.

two-rcom sghbruciture ¢of

ocecupancy in the fall

tile and conerete., It was ready for

of 1939.

Miss Stapleton and Miss

Lillie B, Phillips were our ¥teachers that yeas., In 1940

¥Mrs., Bdna Sirmon was assistant to Miss Stapleton,

liiss Stapleton resigned in 1942 and Miss Sudge Garrett

became our new teacher.

4

Miss Garreti served uniil the

spring of 1946. At this time there was a very definite

teacher shortage. Our community was asked to 7find¥ a

P PT S Clees..

teacher to work with Mrs. Sirmon., Mrs., Bessie Robinsen

ghe

Penrg continued to serve until the school was discontinued

in 1950, Imn 1950 Belforest was consolidated with Daphne,

Trustees serving Belforest School through the years

were as follows:
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#r., E.E. Miller
Mr, D.R. Grimes
¥r, W.L, Penry
¥r, E.P. Robinson
Mr, W,E. Penry
Mr. J.G. Sirmon
Mr. J.G. Garrett
¥Mr, B.E. Simms
Belforest School, with its many outstanding teachers,
evidently was able to inspire many'youag pecple Lo a life
of service, From our little community have gone eightbeen

teachers an ive ministers of the Gospel.

o
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the
Today/Del

forest School building is serving as a civie
center, The various organiZAtiqns meet there regularly.
Certain social functions are hetd there from time to time.

It is our dream to establish =a Bublic Library there'in the

near future. At present the zrounds are being converted intc =
a soft ball diamond with 1iéhted Tield. DBelforest Community

is very proud of its school's past history, and the part it

played in our community life.
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Teachers at Belforest School from 1896 to 1922:
(Names and dates compiled from the written history of Belforest School by Joyce S
Bishop, Fairhope, Al. Teachers from 1922 through 1950 are on a separate sheet.)

1896-99 Miss Carrie Gregory
1899-00 Miss Essie Fields
1900-02 Nina Gluckstein,

Fannie Gluckstein
1903-04 Miss Katie Fields
1904-05 Miss Mazie Croker,
Miss Hattie Lindsey
1905-06 Miss Beatrice Partridge,
Miss Ada Partridge
1906-07 Mr. John Kendrick,
Miss Ethel Davis
1907-08 Mr. Richard Rackley,
Mrs. Lula Rackley
1908-10 Miss Lilla Simmons,
Miss Ella White
1910-11 Mr. George Strong,
Miss Lenora Strong
1911-12 Miss Mable McDaniels ,
Miss Minnie McDaniels
1912-16 Miss Maude Lowrey,
Miss Cynthelia Lowrey
1916-18 Miss Maude Lowrey
(Married and left, Mr. Chandler succeeded her),
Miss Cynthelia Lowrey,
Miss Mae McKenzie (later married Hurley, who died, and then Rudolph
Tuveson)
1918-19 Miss Willie Grace Stewart,
Miss Olive Wooster,
Cynthelia Lowrey
1919-20 Mr. Carlos Shriner,
Miss Pauline Thompson,
Mrs. Foreman ‘
1920-21 M. Carlos Shriner,
Miss Ellen Harrison
Miss Marjorie Jewel
1921-22 Mr. Walter Jones
(resigned at Christmas, Mr. Teal took his place),
Miss Marjorie Jewel,
Miss Luverne Harris (transferred to Silverhill)
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Other teachers were as follows:

1922-24 Mr. A.R. Smith

1922-23 Miss Hulalie Bostick

1922-23 Miss Frances Pollard

1923-2%
1923-24
1924-26
1924-26
1925-26
1926-27
1926-27
1927-29
1928-30
1930-31

1930-31

Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Miss
Miss
Mr.,

Miss
Miss
Miss

Miss

1932-33 Mx

1933-36
1936-37
1937-38

Miss
Miss

l\&lSS

Callie Conner

Anne Killingsworth

Ella White Robinson
Frances Penry _ﬁ??ﬁfﬁéﬁ%

Abbie Sherrill

R.J. Scodt

Alice Mannich
Dottiezel Myrick
Lillian Shambo
Lillie Garrick
Mary Ellen Johnson

Ella Wwhite Robinson

Frances Willizmson .

Jean Tuille

Jess1e Mae Long

1940 2 B WWJ&W
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Belforest Grmmar School
Lacks Cafeteria F aCIh_tleS.

Luuchroom' Said . Greatest!

- Needs; Children Eat
Cold Loxches

(Bditor's Note: TRizs s an-
other-in @ deily and Sundey se-
ries of mustmted ardicies . ot
principals of public schools -in
Baldwin Couniy). -

By AUTRY GREER.
7 Stats News Edltor
DAPHNE — Mrs, Hdna Sirmon
principal of the Belforest Gram-
mar School, Bt 1, Daphne, said:

“perhaps the greatest need at ourt

school iz a cafeteria”

should have s hotH¥NcH &4 FoEL
It is essential for a chiild to be welt
" hourished i ke s io develop

physically and glso deri¥e the great-

- test benefit- frof his studies.” -
Mrs. Sirmon said hot soup Wwas
served last year at fhe school bui
this has .proved mpoﬁlble thzs
‘year,
“The Parent-Teachers Assocxahon
" at the resr of the "schocl building
where dn eleciric waler pump was
installed last year,:and. if possible

. - is planning to build a pump house

we shall make it lafge encugh fol

install a storeroom and kifchen as
well, If this plan works ouf, ¥ be~
... Heve, we will he able io ptow.de
ot rneals for the bupils?”

s High' Fraise For P-TA
- Thé pringipal has high praise for
the P-TA. “So far; the P-TA- has

managed to get Jusf. about every-}

. ihing. we have needed at the school.

They have contribuled lbrary
books .aud many ofher items of
equipment, and each year ihey get
ihe school grounds and building
g:le}?sed up foé cus before school

Special studies foi ’ this Year at
the Belforest Schgol will be in
Yatural science with emphasis on
entoninlogy. *We plan to malke Held

 trips.on which we will eollect in-
sects, study them in their natural

- habitat, snd éewe -shEll alse’ stady

. their influenceon Baldwin Cou.nty
erops,” Mrs, Sirmon said, -

The prirelpsl - said” ’ﬁme students
are studying NMexico, *ami -Soyth
Arderican countries. this “¥ear. So
far they have made a .collection of

. |whom are 5tfil in school. Carolyn,

SN

BRI

-MRS. EDNA SIRMON

years ezperxence as a icacher, af-
tended Daphne Normal College and
Troy Stale Teachers College. She
has also shzdid for one Suranier
term at the Universily of Alabama
and plans {o complete work toward
a degree by taking other Summer
and exiensien courses, She is the
mother of six children, {hree of

a 10-year-old doughfer, is now in
the fifth. grade at the Beliofest
8} School

Mrs, Sirmon teaches ine fourth
‘through the sixth grpdes and her
assistant, Mrs. Bessle R.. “Penry
teaches the first through the third
grades,

“T think this I an excenenb
sehobl and communily in which lo
teach,” said Mrs, Sirimon. “The par-
enig arg especially . co-operalive and
the chﬂdren couldn't be befler.”

—
= ——

pictures from. magazivey which |

"show.natives at work ja.
reveal thelr c&‘i"ﬂul ﬁu?n y and
: Shﬂdren aAre GeoH -
Mers. u‘mgn,s Who ‘haf had 18
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DAPHNE, Ala, — The fulfill-
ment of a dreamn often brings
a large measure of satisfaction
to the person wiio accomplishes
this. Such is'the ecase for iwe
teachers at Daphne Jumoergh
Schapl here, because they have

had full Jives inrearing a fam-
ily in addition fo reahzmg earfier
ambitions -of heing "Sdecessful
teachers and are retiring from
“their- chosén -profession at the
end of this school year.

forest and £
of Daphe l&l;lsl call a

itk her husband‘,i
niany fhings which she
has drgamed of ¢

ers know, will mxsshad. be
“missed ‘by those wﬁnzstefs

" .when school hells rmg aga;n.

next fall.

-~ Mrs. Sirmdn, mﬂch like her
co-worker, hes had a much di-

, ferent persenal life. She is.the
- mother of siz and hss had fo
. shoulder the responsibilify of

rearing and providing for:them
since the death of bher hus-
. band when the . youngest was
three vears old. .
'f‘urmng again jo her prsfes—
szon of teaching Nirs. "Sirmen
".managed to kesp her family fo- "
gether, educate her children snd
further educate herself through

. the,se years, Tbs new Iife wag

Teackers Retlrmg

brqught upon her after being
out of fouch with the teaching
. profession 18 years. So, natural-'
ly Mrs. Sirmen was obliged to
do further study so as to be
ghle to resume teachmg. At

first she attended Daphne Nor-
1mal School here (which has long
sipee®heen discontinted) to re-

- néw her teadher’s certificate,

- Mot satisfied with merely hold-
ing a cérfificate and being able -
to teach, Mrs, Sirmon extended
.'and expanded her education

* when and where possible, often
«" spending her sammers in col-

vntil ‘she accomplished her
adnating from eoﬂege
plishment came “in
‘the sutamer of 1953, at the satne
time one of her daughters also
graduated from college.

With six youngsters of her
owi to feed, clothe and edn-
m ot f6 mentlon the trying
incidents from other aspects of
e, Mrs. Sirmon doubtless has
“Sadn nmuany dismal haurs, but
yoi would” Bever suspeet such
her constant smils and the
‘manger i ‘which she goes
fustricting the boys and
in ber -gixth grade class.

the many other routines
by daily life, bnt she.
‘considerable fravelling
person whose time ap-
have been fotally eon-
ith youngsters — her
and ﬂwse in tbe class-

husbands of two of

r 46 make a thre&month
of Europe.

i . These two teachers whe have

“given a large measure of their
lives_and emergles fo assisting
our leaders of tomerrow are
‘now on the threshold of 3 new
‘erg In thelr. carcers. Probably
best summing up the situation fs
‘s stotement made by ome of
Mrs. Shrmon’s daughiers: “The
“things that she has accomphshed
"with the Jow salary of a school
‘teacher, T think sre amawing
AIIIcaz}adzs that ¥ am ex
‘tregiely proud of my mother.”

These gscnkimenis ars un-
doubledly reflected many times
ovet In' varying vays by the
himdreds of persons these &we
woren have come In eontaet
with over mn years




CHRIS CANE
Assaciate Editor

pecan orchards, and 'vast open fields
dotted with farm houses and stately
barns,

One landmark, the
Cénter, is wel

upm‘ 1906 these buildmés were

destroyed by the terrible hurricane of
that year, For the next year, while the
new school building was under

construction, the classes met ih the

Hemmingway house.

The Hemmingway house was just
down. the road £ the site of the old
school and during this time the students
and teacher alike had to maké¥ ue with
many make-ghift substitutions,

One of these was the school bell. Mrs.
Bessie Penry, a student and later a
teacher at the Belforest School,

dn’t
.sure did the
" pecall; Mrs Penry “You could
hear it for miles!”

In 1907 the brand new school was
. .and. xt wais quxte ‘an

1916‘ ‘there were over 1(19 puplls
attending classes there, : ‘
If the hool

Allegri, Corte, Lazzari Bertoua,

'I‘rione, Berga, Penry, Creamer,
Robinson, --Sirmen,  Robinson,

B.ur d many others who were
educt he Belforest sehool.

( g schoql in a small farming
con wasn’t the most glamorous
job ly part of this century. The

ally had to room-in with one
al families and teaching six
orie time was no easy ehore!
f this the teachers changed
frequently, usually from one year

| 3 the community of Belforest
onge again lost its schiool to tragedy. On
Dee 7, 1937 during the morning, a

fire started around the chimney while
classes were going on, The children
were evacuated from the building and
after everyone was safely outside
Angelo Lazzari, a student and still a

5 Marco, a one-time teaeher
was the first secretary.
a5 just recently named
s who are, president,

'Y, Elgm Weller; and
Corte

were made honorary members for their
outstanding years of leadership and
service to the civie center,

Each year the Belforest Civic Center
sponsors a George Washmgton’s,
Birthday Bar-B-Que and this year
set for Saturday, - February 2
beginning at 6 p.m. at the center on
County Road 9% in Belforest. The
dinners will be $2.50 each and you may
get your tickets at the door.

vice president, Nell

Beltorest and
schogl. This
sfrucfure was hmlf
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remembers the teacher coming out

each morning and, walking to a nearby .

field, he would bang on a large farm
sweep to call the children into school.
“It didn’t look much like a bell but it
sure did the job of getting the kids into
class,” recalls Mrs, Penry. “You could
hear it for miles!”

In 1907 the brand new school was
completed and it was quite an
improvement over the old one room
school house, This new building had
room for three classrooms and was
considered quite modern for a
community the size of Belforest. By
1916 there were over 109 pupils
attending classes there.

If there were a school in Belforest
now the class roll would read basically
the. same as the earlier ones did. Mail
boxes throughout Belforest still earry
the names of Marco, DeFillippi,

Allegri, Corte, Lazzari, Bertolla,
Trione, Berga, Penry, Creamer,
Robinson, Sirmon, Robinson,

Burroughs, and many others who were
educted at the Belforest school.

Teaching school in a small farming
community wasn’t the most glamorous
job in the early part of this century, The
teacher usnally had to room-in with one
of the local families and teaching six
grades at one time was no easy chore!
Because of this the teachers changed
quite frequently, usually from one year
to the next.

In 1937 the community of Belforest
once again lost its school to tragedy. On
December 7, 1937 during the morning, a
fire started around the chimney while
classes were going on. The children
were evacuated from the building and
after everyone was safely outiside
Angelo Lazzari, a student and still a

resident of Belforest, ran back into the
burning building and came out with
everyone’s lunches and many of the

-school books. People to this day still

laugh about Angelo saving the lunches
but fortunately the books that he saved
allowed classes to continue the rest of
the year. He saved just enough copies of
each textbook so that the children could
share books. Classes were held in the
Belforest Christian Church the rest of
that year. :

On May 14, 1952 the Belforest Civic
League was formed and the group
bought the old school from the state of
Alabama for $1.00. The conditions of the
agreement with the state were that the
building was to be used for civic and
recreational purposes and when the
building is no longer used for these
purposes it automatically goes back to
the state. The state still holds the
mineral rights to the property.

Albert Corte, Sr. was the first
president of the Belforest Civic League
and Frances Marco, a one-time teacher
at the school, was the first secretary.

The League has just recently named

-their new officers who are, president,

Sara Lazzari; vice president, Nell
Odom; secretary, Elgin Weller; and
treasurer, Adele Corte.

Mrs, Begsie Penry and Joe Garrett
were made honorary members for their
outstanding years of leadership and
service to the civic center,

Each year the Belforest Civic Center
sponsors a George Washington's
Birthday Bar-B-Que and this year it is
set for Saturday, February 23
beginning at 6 p.m. at the center on
County Road 54 in Belforest. The
dinners will be $2.50 each and you may
get your tickets at the door.

o

1906 Schbol

PEOO]OG. 9

Iforest Civic Center Began As SchoolIn 1906

S

hurricane of 1906 desiroyed the one room school tiouse. Fannie Russ, a resideni of
Belforest and a feachef at the Belforest School, allowed us to use her picture of the old
school. This structure was later destroyed in a fire in 1937 and then the present
structure was built.

. Pictured above is the brand new Belforest School wh f bullt in wo éierh
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w*@y President of ’the il
nt, and the sesal of the CGeners

;:‘é
e moa
®

!@‘ of v

s

o b 0 1 BQ
A o e

o IR
3]
;ggi*a’"ci"(l) ot
5 :(‘-%'
€ IV ]
<]

'c“!" bt w
3
{=d

,3.4 o

b o

el

[}

ok 7;:‘

43
@ W
ot
£
n
[
E:»
=

(3 B
¥4

3

jo 7
13

&F

<

Given under my hand,
L Y
the year of our Lord one th

the City of Washington, the twenty eight
o 1 g e
‘the one hundred and twenty Fifth,

ne hundred and of the Independen

? ' T,and office.
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Recorded Alabame Vol 4090 Pageisd \

et - "~ P ‘
®ilsd Poy record May 28th 1807. g
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§ - - - < » s
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St

ste of Alabama, )
' Baidwin Cowmty. ) 1
Gregory, A.G. Sirmon his

%éa his wife E.C. Sirmon for and in conside f&%i@n of the sur of five

5dsl?aﬁs e us in hand paiﬁ by the State of Alspsnma the vecelpt whereof we do hereby acknewl@@ !
' ge, and for the furiher consideratlion of the S=3T be extended by the ﬁzwt@ of Alabame iﬁ the g
‘ersction or vepair of a f&f&l shoel on the u&ﬁd hereinalter described unﬂmﬂ the act of the g
EL@gisia?uﬁe of Alabems, eapproved HMarch Znd, 1907, have Granted; Bargain and Sold, end by !

penefity of school di

na.—i

(o VS N

Estate, slituated Eﬁ the Cowmnty of Baldwin and State of Alabama, to-wl?
4

south west corner)of the north west guarter of section twenty Tour ( township Pive (5]

scuth range two | a%t end T north the distance of $wo  nores thence east for the distane i
lof ome acre thends soubth £or the distancs of twe acres thence west for distance of one acre 3
%t@ the beginning corner, being twe (2} acres of land in the south west corner of the north | .
west querter of section twenty fowr (24) township five {5) south vangs (Z) east § ;
| To Have And To Hold, The aforegranted pr mmiseﬁ‘ua the said Stats of Alabame for the bensesi g
?it of seid scho distriet Neo 54 of Baldwin Cowunty, Alabama, forever. And we do covenant |
'with the said State of Alabama for the benefit of said schoBl district No 54 of Baldwin 4
§Cauntgﬁ_élabam&§ that we are lawfully selzed in fee of the aforegranted premises; that they _f
are Free from all encumbrance; that we have a geed right to sell and convey the sSame %o the :
isaid Stete of Alabame for the benefdt of said scheol distriet No 54 of Baldwin Cowniy, Ala-

‘bama, and that we will warrant snd defend the said premises to the sald State of Alabama foy

the benefit of said school distriet No 54 of Baldwin Cowmnty, Alabams, Forever, against the

lawful claims and demands of all persons. i

§ In Witness Whereof, we have hevewnto set our hends and seals this the 23rd day of May in

‘the year of our Lord One Thousend Nine Hundred and 7

Signed, sealed and delivered in Presence of )

B-L. Randall- Fawin E. Gregory LS.

! Martha A. Gregory LS.

\ At irmon LS.
§ ' B C- Sirmon LS.
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