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THE HOUSTONVILLE COMMUNITY 

Free Blacks settled in this vicinity before the Civil War and began paying property 

taxes on otherwise unoccupied land. The Houston and Weeks families settled first, 

hence the name Houstonville. After Emancipation of Slaves in 1865, Houstonville 

and the surrounding communities grew with the influx of the Fagans, Lewis, 

Mitchell, Henry, Mcconico, Hankins, Sellers, Harris, Kirkman, Young, Bonner and 

Wilson families. Men found employment as turpentine hands. Men and women 

worked on farms and picked up pecans. Most had family gardens and shared their 

bounty with the community. 

Life centered on church and close-knit families. The community Brush-Arbor 

Church, named Zion Chapel, was founded in 1867. The name was later changed to 

Twin Beech AME Zion Church and it remains active today. The Twin Beech 

Cemetery, one mile southwest, has served the community since its founding in 

1817. Young, Sledge, and Nichols Streets honor early families with descendants 

still living nearby. 
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