INDICTMENT : PINTED 3¥ MBORE PTG GO

The State of Aﬂabéma,

Baldwin County

CIRCUIT COURT,....SPRING ... . _SESSION, 19_36

The Grand Jury of said Coumiy charge that helore finding this indictment

G
=

c

J.D. AMERSON, WHOSE HAME IS TO THE GRAND JURY OTHERWISE UNENOWHN ,
UNLAWFULLY, AND WITH MALICE AFORETHOUGHT, KILLED ALMA AMERSON BY

- SHOOTING HER WITH A RIFLE,

fSolicitor of the Twenty-Right Tud#ial Cirenir.




The State of Alabama

Baldwin County

o Circuit Court

SPRING SESSION K 19..56

. The State

Vs,

J.D. AMBERSON

INDICTMENT

MURDER, lst DEGREE.

No . Prosecutor

WITNESSES:
BILL CAMPBELL

EDLEEIGH STREADHAM
TAYLOR WILKINS

EDLEIGH STEADHAM

GRAND JURY NO.____ 104

" /A TRUE BILJ,

Foreman Grand Jury.

Ttiled in open Court and in the presence of

the Grand Jury on thep___/..é hhhhhhhh day of

Aoo
SNy o s 40 e O YW :fg{,
Clerk.

Presented in open Court to the presiding

- Judge by the Foreman of the Grand Jury, in

:".the presence of___/ls____other Grand Jurors. .

Clerk.

_________ éép&,}ﬁ Attt b
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! INDICTMENT

Printed by Moora Printing Co.

. -The State of Alabama, o ot : »
. Baldwin County. . Circuit Court, Sewale . 0 Session, 19_.22

The Grand Jury of said County charge that _before finding this indictment

" wrrn R AT =t e e gl oyt g Ty
Wi TS PO TER JRaND JORY ~OTHEREIS B ud ERCGEH,

OOTIERG HER

against the peace and dignity of the State of Alabama.

Kanneth Gooper

Solicitor of the Twenty-Eighth Judicial Circuit.

ﬂ




No.

" The State of Alabama

‘Paldwin County,

Circuit Court

’mx, 19“_5_6

SPRING SESSION
| The State

V5,

Jo Do AMERSON

INDICTMENT

MURDER , 1st m

> o
No Prosecutor

WITNILSSES:
BILL CAMPBELL
( EDLEIGH STEADHAM
TAYLOR WILKINS
__ EDIEIGH STEADHAM
Hi B, AMERSON

Printed by Moore Printing Co,

GRAND JURY NO.. 0l

A TRUI BILI,

F, N. Snowden

Foreman Grand Jury.

Tiled in open Court and in the presence of

the Grand Jury on the 16 day of
March
10,56
. Alice J. Duck
) Clerk,

Presented in open Couwrt to the presiding
Judge by the Foreman of the Grand Jury, in the

16

presence of ... _other Grand Jurors.

Alice J. Duck

Clerk. ’

Bail fixed $-.....: N 073§11.____

Ho M, Hall

Judge,




BROWN. M. D.

CLAUDE L.

458 GOVERNMENT STREZET

MOBILE. ALABAMA
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ho The said Lunacy Commission shall, after reaching 2 conclusion as
%o the mental condition of the Defendant, J. D.imerson, meke 2 full written

report therecf tc the Clerk of the Circuit Cowrt of Baldwin County, Alabama,

by

which repert shall be placed on file and accessible to the Court, fc %h

Sclicitor and to the Aticrney for the Defendani.

S. The expense of mainitaining the Defendant while so¢ confined shall
~be-pald in-the-same-manner-as-provided by -law-in the case of persons
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orovisions of Title

adjudged e be of umscund mind in accerd
o
. L 3 - -
, Section 429 of the 19L0O Code of Alabama.

Done on this the J7 day of March, 1536.
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PHONE 75B-4386
ARrREas CODE 205

RICHARD A. THOMPSON
ATTORNEY AT LAwW

811 FIRST NATIONAL Bank ByikDING

T . A MA 35401
March 20, 1968 USCALOOSA, ALARAMA

Mrs. Alice J. Duck

Clerk, Circuit Court Baldwin County
Baldwin County Courthouse

Bay Minette, Alabama

Re: State vs. John D. Amason
Dear Mrs. Duck,

This afternoon, March 20, Mrs. Ford, the secretary
to the Assistant Superintendent of Bryce Hospital, advised
me that it is quite probable that the hospital would not
honor the Subpoena Duces Tecum that you issued to Bryce
Hospital because, "It was directed to a person and not to
the custodian of the record".

Enclosed is another original and one of the Subpoena
Duces Tecum to be served on the custodian of the records
of John D. Amason at Bryce Hospital. I would appreciate
it 1f you would send this Subpoena Duces Tecum out upon
receipt so that it would get to Court in time for trial.

Very truly vyours
¢
Richard A. Thompson

Copy to: Mr. James Hendrix
Bay Minette, Alabama

Attorney Wilson Hayes
Bay Minette, Alabama

RAT/1Imc



CENTER
GULFPORT DIVISION

BILOXI|. MISSISSIPPI

 Hareh 2k, 1956

YOUR FILE REFERENCE:

IN REPLY REFER TO: 6{}}0— ’

CERTIFICATE

e it A e e — e s

I, A. J. Roberts, M. D., do hereby certify that I graduated from University
of Bellvue Hospital, Mediczal College, New York City in 1931 and have a
license to practice medicine in the State of New York. 1 have taken graduate
courses in Psychiairy and Neurology at Columbia University, Presbyterian
Hospital and Montefiore Hospital, all of New York City in the years of 19L7
and 1948, and I became a Diplomabte of American Board of Psychiabry and
Neurology and Psychiatry in the yesar 1949, and I am z Fellow of the American
. Psychiatric Association. At present I am practicing psychiztry at the
' Veterans Administration Center, Guifport Division, Biloxi, Miss, my position
being Chief, Acvite Intensive Treatment Service.

I farther certify that in the course of my duties I have observed znd
treated John D. Amason, Sr. for z mental disorder. He was first admitted
to the Veterans Administration Hospital, Gulfport, Miss. on February 16, 1955,
as a voluntery patient. He was born in Alabama on April 2, 191L, received
2 highschool education and was married in 1941. The dates of his military
service are July 30, 19L3 to September 25, 1943, being discharged from the
Navy as ®Unsuitable for Naval Service”, this discharge being changed to
tnder Honorable Conditions® in 1SL8. In 1948 the veteran was hospitalized
4n the Veterans Administration Hospital, Montgomery, Alasbama for a period
~of 23 days for a mentzl disorder. At the time of his admission tec this
hospital the veteran expressed paranoid delusions, ideas of persecution and
ideas of reference, thinking that variocus people were against him and meant
to do him harm, His affect was gquite inspproprizte and his reasoning and

- Judgment were markedly impaired by his psychotic thinking., The patient was
seen by the psychiatric staff and diagnosed schigophrenic reaction, chreonic,

—undifferentiated type, which was manifested by parasnoid delusions, sexual
preoccupation, insppropristeness of affect and hellucinstions. Insulin coma
therapy was recommended for him and this treatment was staried but during
the course of the treatment, the veteran had 2 severe complication resuliing
in physical injury, which necessitated the discontinuance of insulin treat-
ment and his transfer to another hospitzl for treatment of the physieal
injury. He was discharged from this hospital on Avgust 8, 1955, but was
rehospitalized on September 12, 1955, and transferred to this hospital on
September 16, 1955, at which time his mentsl condition was similar to that
described above, the patient being agitated, zpprehensive and parancid., He
was agein disgnosed schizophrenic reaction, undifferentiated type, chronie,
severe and it was the opinion of the staff that the patient was mentally
incompetent. He received {reatment with serpasil and thorazine, as well as
psychotherapy and showed some superficizl improvement so that by Jamary 20,
1956, he was approved for a T2-hour pass in his wife's custody at her reguest.

An inguiry by oz concerning an ex-service man ox woman should, if possible, give veteran’s name and £le nuraber, ?vhethe:':
C,XC, X, N, V, H, RH, RS, or loan number. If such number is unknown, service or sericl number should be given.




o/

.

Again, at the wife's request after she indicated that nothing was amiss
¢a ihe previous pass, the veteran was granted another pass on Jamuary 27, 1956,
_ in the custody of his wife. At the time he left the hospital, the staff
' “still considered him to mentzlly incompetent. On Jamuary 29, 1956, infor-
mation was received that the vetersn had shot and killed his wife shortly
after midnight on Jamuary 29, 1956 and the veteran was in jail in Bey
Minette, Alzbama.

From my observation and examinetion, it is my considered opinicn that
John D, Amason, Sr. was suffering from a severe mental disorcder of long
stznding diegnosed schizophrenic reaction, undifferentiated type, chromic,
severe, which rendered him incompetent to distinguish right from wrong and
unable o realize the consequences of his acts. It is my opinion that when
‘the veterar killed his wife on Jammary 29, 1956, he could not distinguish
right from wrong and did not realize what he was doing or that it was wrong.
" Although I have not seen or examined the veteran since he left the hospital,
it is my opinion, based on the chronicity and severity of his mental dis-
order, that there is no likelihood of this veteran recovering from his
mental illness in the near future arnd he will require hospitzlization and
trezitment for this mental d&isorder for a long period of itime end in my
opinion he shodd be committed to ar appropriate hospital with faciliddes

Pt - —
for treziment of this type of mental dsorder. W ) ?é;’- /%/ Aj

of March, 19

Sworn to and subseribed before me this the 2

-
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APPEARANCE BOND o MOORE PRINTI.NG. COMPANY, BAY MINETTE, ALA,

The State of Alabama,
Baldwin County

We . John D. Amason and D, Cunningham and Curtis Cunningham .

principal, and undersigneda_'s._;ureties agree to pay THE STATE OF ~ALABAMA, the sﬁm of

FIVE-THOUSAND and H0/100 _ (45,000.00) o DOLLARS

unless the said . John D.: Amason

next Term, }968 of the Cirecuit Court ‘of “Baldwin County, Alabama

and from term to texm there_adfta__r untiljdischarged by law, to answer a criminal prosecution for the

. “Tirst Degree Murder
offense of

" We hereby waive as to all amounts that may become due hereunder the benefit of all laws
exempting personal property from levy and sale under execution or other process for the collection of
- debt by constitution or laws of the State of Alabama, and we hereby severally centify that we have
property over and above all debts, liabilities, exemptions and this bond to the amourit of: real property
of the value of $2,000.00 and personal property of the value of $1,000.00.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this the

day of .19

. Balduin County, Aln

Takena{qd abprovad

, Sheriff

- '.By, . _ _ , Deputy Sheriff

appears at the’
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THE STATE OF ALABAMA

Baldwin County

COURT

'Sher:ifffs; Otfic e;‘_'
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STATE OF ALABAMA,
VS,
CIZCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,

WO

S S Y B! Yo Yot Bl St P’

2.

=0 THE SHERIFF OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALaDaMa:

You are hereby authorized and enpowered Lo procesd LU
Eryce Hospital, at Tuscaloosa, Alasbama, and there Lo plck up
J. D. dmerson and return him to this Court for such further
action of che Court as may be necessary and proper in the

prenises.

None and ordered this Sth day of Octobex, 1966.

e .

Telfair Maghburn

Judge of the Zsth Judicial Circuit

£ Alabama.

et e TR T
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STATE OF ALABAMA X

BALDWIN COUNTY X

THE STATE OF ALABAMA IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF BALDWIN COUNTY

VSs. ALABAMA

S A T -

JOHN D. AMASON CRIMINAL CASE NO.

B

MOTION TC ABATE AND DISMISS THE INDICTMENT

To the Honorable Telfair J. Mashburn, Judge, Circuit Court
of Baldwin County Alabama:

Now comes the defendant, John D. Amason in the above-styled
cause and through his Court appointed counsel, Richard A. Thompson
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and respectfully represents and shows unto
this Honorable Court the following facts as a basis for the relief
hereinafter prayed.

That your petitioner served during World War II in the Navy
and was discharged Honorably with a 10% service connected disability
by reason of his mental condition.

In 1950 your petitioner spent twenty-six days in the Veteran's
Administration Hospltal in Montgomery for his psychotic condltlon.
on February 15, 1955 your petitioner was admitted to the Veteran's
Administration Mental Hospital in Gulfport, Mississippi because of
his psychotic condition. On April 14, 1955 your petitioner was
under going deep insulin treatment at the VA Hospital in Gulfport
and was inproperly secured to the table and during a convulsion upperpart
of his body left the table which caused fractures in his arms and the
upper part of his body and bones were broken and some of which pro-
truded through his body necessitating bone graft from the leg to the
upper part of the body. These injuries further deteriorated his
mental condition.

That on January 9, 1956 your petitioner was still a patient at
the VA Mental Institution in Biloxi and on that date while on a three
day pass his wife was killed by cun shot and your petitioner subseguent-
ly was indicted for first degree:murder in Baldwin Countv, . e
' ‘”;faﬁr petitioner further avers that on April 6, 1956 he was comitted
to the State Mental Institution, Bryce Hospital at Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

- A lunacy commission convenedpursuant to the Baldwin County comitiment -
order and the lunacy commissSion in May 1956 made the finding that he
was insane at the time of the commission of the alleged offense and
that his diagnosis at the time of the offense and at the time of the
meeting of the lunacy commission was that he was a schizophrenic
-~ reaction, paranoid type. And the Commﬁy§é%%d that he was incompetent

to stand trial and he remained at Bryce Hospital until October 6, 1966
at which time the lunacy commission found that he was sufficiently
competent to return to Baldwin County to face trial and he thereupon




AL

was returned to Baldwin County on October 6, 1966.

Your petitioner further avers that on March 9, 1964 your
petitioner, prots%, petitioned the Honorable Charles W. Allgood,
Judge, Unlted/Dlstrlct Court with the Northern District of Alabama,
for Writ of Habeas Corpus for his release from Bryce Hospital and
to stand trial for the indictment, and that said Judge notified
your petitioner on May 25, 1964 that the Federal Court was without
jurisdiction in the matter. That your petitioner again on May 9, 1964
petitioned, pro se, the Honorable Frank M. Johnson, Jr., Judge,
Middle District of the State of Alabama, Federal Distrcit Court for
a Writ of Habeas Corpus for his release from Bryce Hospital to be-
returned/galdw1n County to stand trial and that the said Honorable
Johnson notified the defendant, by letter, dated May 29, 1964 that
he had no jurisdiction over the defendant's case and that the defendant
should address Request for Assistance to the State and/or Federal
Authorities having jurisdiction over the matter.

Your petitioner further avers that on August 3 1964 he petitioned
pro se, the Circuit Court of Tuscaloosa County Alabama/a ert of

r

Habeas Corpus for his release from Bryce Hospital in order to stand

T trial. No action was takenlby.the Court on this petition and it was
dismissed by Judge Fred W. Nicol on June 30, 1965 for tackl of Pposecu-
tion.

Your petitioner further shows to this Honorable Court that on
October 6, 1966 the Bryce Hospital staff evaluated your petitioner
'*éé”béiﬁg‘éﬁfficientIY'compeEéntwto”séan&Wﬁriéi and on that date he
was returned to the:County Jail in Baldwin County to stand trial on

- the aforesaid indictment. The trial was scheduled tortake:place in
March 1967. On March 6, 1967, just shortly prior to the trial,

_your petitioner was re-comitted by the Court +o Bryce Hospital where
he remained until March 3, 1967 at which time he was found sufficiently
competent to stand trial and was returned to Baldwin County to stand
trial on the indictment. Your petitioner would further show unto this
Honorable Court he had no access to his Court appointed attorney sub—
sequent to his comititment:to Bryce Hospital in 1956. And further
that he was without funds to secure individual counsel.

Your petitioner would also show unto this Honorable Court that
he is not guilty and not guilty be reason of insanity for the offense
in which he was indicted. And that many of the lay witnesses and

'expert witnesses who could testify as to his mental condition in
January 1956 are no longer available and that the lapse of twelve
years between the date of the commision of the offense and the date
of this trial, precludes him from being able to adeguately satisfy
a jury that he was insane at the time of the commission of the alleged
offense. And your petitioner further shows that he had been denied
his rights to a speedy trial in this criminal prosecution as provided
by Amendment 6, United States Constitution and Articls I, Section VI

and Section XIII of the Alabama Constitution of 1901.

(2)
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And your petitioner further avers that if he were put to trial
he would be denied the due process of law as guaranteed to him
by the 14th Amendment of the Constitution of the United States.
The foregoing premises considered, your petitioner avers that
he has been denied his constitutional rights to a speedy trial
and in effect has been denied his right to present witnesses in
his behalf as provided by/@gﬁstitution who would testify to his
insanity at the time of the commission of the offense and that
therefore the Court is without jurisdiction to try your petitioner
and your petitioner moves this Honorable Court to Abate and Dismiss
the indictment and to discharge your petitioner from custody. And
your petitioner further moves this Honorable Court to set this
matter down for Evidentiary hearing in order to prove the fore-
~going allegations of fact.

T A !
- RICHARD A. THOMPSON, Attorney for Defendant

STATE OF ALABAMA
TUSCALOOSA COUNTY
/0 ﬂ§A44L;4aﬂw¢
Before me, %gégéfa—%ﬂﬁﬂm1 Notary Public in and for the State

~of 'Alabama ‘at Large, personally appeared Richard AL Thompson, Attorney,
known to me and who by me being first duly sworn on oath says: That
he is the appointed counsel for the defendant, John D. Amason and that
the foregoing statements and allegations are true to the best of his
knowledge, information and belief.

QM%\—

RICHARD A “THOMPSON, Attorney for Defendant

Subscribed and sworn to me this the ' /. yﬁ%ay of March, 1968.

No%(RY PUBLIC M s y;‘_/g;b J i(/ .(__\

NOTICE TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF MOTION
TO ABATE AND DISMISS THE INDICTMENT

To Honorable James Hendrix as District Attorney of the 28th
Judicial Circuit of Alabama:

Please take notice to the filing of the above and foregoing motion
to abate and dismiss the indictment on behalf of J. D. Amason, and that
the same will be presented to the Honorable Telfair Mashburn, a Judge
of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, Alabama, and that the said
Judge has set this motion down to be heard at 10:30 a.m. on the 22né
day of March, 1968 according to the information supplied to me by you.

(3) Rlégigg/; THOMP ON
Attorney for Defendant




oy

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that I have served a copy of the above motion
upon the Honorable James Hendrix by depositing the same in
the United States Mail in a properly addressed envelope with
adeguate postage thereon.

—

This the /& day of March, 1968

—

. Attorney for Defendant

TM%%M ?%M./?ZS&
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STATE OF ALABAMA, )
- ) IN THE
V8. )]
) | y CIRCUIT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
3. D. AMERSQUN, 3
| 3 ALATAMA, CAIMINAL DIVISION
Defendant. ) o S
) . EWO. 2111
. ORDEZR

It appearinmg to rhe Couxt that J. D. Amerscn iﬁ_@@ﬁfi@éd

purder in the first degree, and that the same defendant is
at present insane.

In conformity with the provisions of rhe Code of Alabama,

gf 1%58, Title 15 yaragzéﬁh._&za, rhe undersigned

Su!gé9 has iﬂstitut@é.& ceveful investigation, has célle@ &
 §§§§éétéb1é”?ﬁysi¢i3ﬁy'£UJWit: Doctor Claude L. Zrown, a
Practicimg-?ﬁyﬁhiatrist of Mobile, Mobile Counly, Alabama,
and other créﬁibla witaeﬂsesg including the mother and the
sister of said daﬁéndané; and, not deeming & jmry necessary,

wae heard the case without & jury. Jpom consideration of the

said J. D. Amersom is imsane and that he should be discharged
from the custody of the Sheriff of Baldwin County, &4lebama, end
crdered into the custedy of the Alabama State Hospitals, there
to-remain until restoréd to bhis right minﬁ. Tt is, therefore,

CRDERED, AEJHEGE§;£§B DECREED by the Cauxt_éhat the said
S Do smerson is imsane. Further

Tm 7§ ORDERED AND ADJUDGED by the Court that the sald
3.”3. Amerson be éigch&rge@ from imprisomment by the Sheriff of

raldwin County, Alabame, and be removed by the Sheriff teo the

Alabamsa State HBogpitals for the insaene at Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

ro the Baldwin Counly igil, under an indictment charging him with

evidence, the undersigned Judge is reasonably satisfied that the

I




MY

<

It is further

QRDERED, AND Aﬁﬁ@@@ﬁm that the Superintendent of saild
Hospitals shall imform the Circull Judge of Baldwin Coumly,
Alsbama end the Sheriff of Baldwin County, Alabama, if the said
J. D. Amerson should be restored to his right mind, thereupon
the said J. D. Amerson is to be :em&méad to the custody of the
Sheriff of Baldwin County, Alabama, 2nd the criwimal proceedings
started against him resumed.

1T IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this orxder be givem
to the Sheriff of Baldwin County, Alabama, and & copy be
ziven to the Superinteadent of the Alsbama State Hospitals for
che imsane at Tuscaloosa, Alabama,

ﬁé&é£ aﬁ“Bay ﬁﬁﬁeﬁte, Begldwin ﬂ@uméy, Al&bam&;”thié'thé

>& 4oy of Merch, 1967.
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State of Alabama
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HFEALTH

BRYCE HOSPITAL
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401

DONALD SMITH. M. D.
“SSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT

October 3, 1968

The Honorable Telfair J. Mashburn

Twenty-Eighth Judicial Circuit of Alabama
.. Baldwin County, Alabama

Bay Minette, Alzbama

Amerson, J. D.
Our file 00 31 98

Dear Judge Mashburn:

J. D. Amerson (Amason) was admitted to Bryce Hospital April 6, 1956, on the
commitment of The Honorable Hubert ¥. Hall, Judge of the Twenty-Eighth Judieial
Circuit of Alabama, Bay Minette, Alabama, and is presently a patient in Bryce
Hospital. '

* Shortly-after his admission, a Lunacy Commission reported to the court that it was
their feeling the said J. D. Amerson was insane and incompetent, and it was their
further opinion that he was insane and incompetent at the time of the commission
of the crime for which he was charged. We have continued to hold Mr. Amerson for
treatment on the basis of a commitment furnished by The Homorable W. R. Stuart,
then Probate Judge of Baldwin County, dated June 8, 1956. It is now the consensus
of the medical staff that Mr. Amerson has reached the peint where he is able to
return to court to face whatever charges may still be pending.

We are ready to release him and will hold him awaiting the arrival of the sherif?f,
or any duly appointed officer, to take him into custody.

Sincerely yours,
THE BRYCE HOSPITAL

§>hnngé g:i.‘vi,

Donald Smith, M. D.
Assistant Superintendent

DS/ba



.mﬂeage at ten. ccnts per rmle to be taxed as costs in the "ase P B

STATE OF ALABAMA ; - “ | " a
"~ Baldwin County g _ Case No. 7,(?5»{“,{} MNG. 68 ?

_ The State of Alabama o ' . In the-

: f‘ourt of-
Baldv’vm County, Alabama .

e e ol

e,
et

) SR . . .
- ~- - e L .
“Before me, 54?/2}»;?,4//_ - Clerk of the ﬂ / 'rf"i'(’ff“ " Court of

Baldwin County, Alabama, personally appeared Taylor Wilkins,® 6 bemg duly sworn deposes and says:
mentmned court, in

eza.ecutmg the warrant of arrest or in arresting the sald defend

traveled 25 ¢/ miles by the most direct route to the point of} arrest

P w/
Pomt of Arresf o »f//?a:/, o

I . 77 P . st
. subscrzb ;éxd sworn to before me sthis_, (s | _,/,f,/v‘ sl (f
Dlsposmm a@ -t g\- Clerk C%ﬁt Court

- After considéring the abgvi aff1 avxt made by the Sheriff of Baldwm County, Alabama, I, as -the trial

Judge of said ecourt, do hereby approve the claim for mileage in the sum of § 0 o incurred in the
making of the' arrest or executing the warrant of arrest in the above styled cause and I hereby order the
clerk of the court to tax the said sum as part of the costs in sald case.

This tbép r’iny of\Ji:M — 19;@_ ‘ @M

Judge of the above nam\e!d court

/
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G/l/jfj

RICHARD A. THOMPSON

ATTORNEY AT LAW

PHONE 758.4586 811 FIRST NATIONAL BANK EUILDING
AREA CODRE 205 TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA 35407

March 15, 1968

Honorable Telfair J. Mashburn
Judge, Circuit Court

Baldwin County

Baldwin County Courthouse

Bay Minette, Alabama

Re: State vs. Amason
Dear Judge Mashburn,

Enclosed herewith is my motion to Abate and Dismiss
the Indictment in the above-styled cause.

Mr. James Hendrix stated to me yesterday, 14 March 1968,
that the motion would be set down for hearing on Friday,
22 March at 10:30. I trust that that setting meets with
your approval.

Very truly yours,

Richard

RAT/1lmc
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Shé:_riff's Account for Removal of Prisoner

STATE OF ALABAMA Dr.

To Toylor Wilkins

: . i D o
Sheriff of Baldwin County, For removal of '—;" Lo JIMOPSON

Charoez' HapeaT from Tuscalovsa County to jail in Baldwin County
19.6&

0' GEXN

Da.te -or dates of removaL

T Tavior Wilrins $
To! ‘%3_'3&)2'9 ' i ’ Sheriff, + days, at $8.00 per day, 8 00
4 e Us Garmer i | & 00
To o Guard, days, at $8.00 per day, |
Date ITEMIZATION OF EXPENSES
- pmEGeb | Fraveling Trom Bay Mine %te to Yuscaloosa
and return Lil; miles @el10 per mile 4l | O

57 40

STATE OF ALABAMA i L Alice Je buck o Cleck
. Baldwzn County : .
of . Court in and for said County, do hereby certify that the case against
""""" i T S : was pending and triable before said
Court at the time he was z;rrestec} for the offense chareed, and
that the fees have been reported to and docketed by me this aﬁ%ﬁa day o Febe {;3

/”//L,Z/{ ' ﬁrfxﬂsz/[li)zk

STATE OF ALABAMA .

Personally appeared before me, Taylor Wi]kins,

Baldwin County ‘ :

Sheriff of Baldwin County, who, being duly sworn, says the above account for the sum of M
Dollars is correct; that he has never received the same or any part thereof; that he had 4

guard ___ employed; that said account embraces, aside from per diem for self or deputy and guard,

only actual necessary traveling expenses, and that without any unnecessary delay the nearest route

usually traveled was followed from Baldwin County to the jail in Tuscaloosa 7 County

w /é// “7// /m Shenff
28thy” ,  Fobe 58

\\%é (bt ////6/44\~<Judue of Probate.

_ /
Mr, of is hereby

authorized to receipt for the Auditor's Warrant in payment of this account, and collect the same from
the State Treasurer. :

Sworn to and subscribed before me this

Sheriff.

AUDITOR'S OFFICE, Montzomery, Ala., i9

Received the Auditor's Warrant on the State Treasurer in full payment of the above account.
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CAPIAS Printed by Moore Printing Co.

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, To Any Sheriif oi the State of Alabama:

Baldwin Count . . .
¥ An indictment having been found against

e |
AT AL

+

o
at the N u/“”?"‘*’ff - Term, 19% (’{;, of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, for the offense of
.i’" ’ 4 e
ig/‘“ ira) k";; f‘;’ J
gAYYW STy f M f‘“ﬂ-éif” fa.
&

you are, therefore, commanded forthwith to arrest the said Defendant-and-commit <= 7

/M

to jail, unless give bail to answer said indictment, and that you return this Writ

according to law.

P .
¢ S B &
Dated this /S E day of e , 19 . e

i

yﬁrcmt Court of Baldwin County.

The State of Alabama,

Baldwin County.

e T L T e e —————————— —_ —, as principal and_

the other undersigned as sureties, agree to pay the State of Alabama

Dollars, unless the said appears

at the Term of the Circuit Court of Baldwin County, and from Term to

IS

Wy
Term thereafter until discharged by law, to answer a criminal prosecution for the offense of

In signing the above bond we and each of us hereby waive all legal rights of exemptions allowed

us by the Constitution and Laws of the State of Alabama.

Witness our hands and seals this day of J19oo.
. i (L. 8.
(L. 8.)
(L. S.)
(.80
Taken and approved day of , 19 ...

Sheriff of Baldwin County;



; =)
CAPIAS
; . e .
/ ] Lixeented thig\ _/__day of 195
5 :
Nowzi/g’f; L?J :
: By arresting the within 4
The State
Vs, named Defendant 1
f 3;*; { Lo oo
7 .
Bail fixed in this Case in Open Court at i : ? @Agjﬂ
. o 7 and placing him 2/ V1. g Jr
$. V/?/D [ Bl ' ; : (/

By e 1, M

A L,
Judge Presiding )

~Sheg ¥
Attest;

, DeputySheriff
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A 1=' FIDAVIT o? 1t / i _ : Printed by Moore Printlng Co. -
State Of Alabama, g S " . . G. HAND | i
P - In the Justice Court L . o
Baidwm Coanty % 1e Justice /Court of ... - : _ - :
._ - Before me, L. G Habh - .. . -, Justice of the Peacé -
in and for said County, pelsonally appear ed R. i GFHTIP‘B"I" Taylar W 11kins _ who, bemg
duly sworn, deposes and says on oath that he has probable cause for behevmg and does believe that in said County, _
on or about-- 28 Januarv{ 1@66 that one Ji D, _Amerson :

_nn1qwfn11v Cand._with malice. afovethought killed Mrs J. D. Amerson .
hy. qhnn‘] ’h’m hp‘r' W‘H‘h 8 ]“if16¢ ;

day of Jammmf o, AA_ D., 19__5A6h"_

WARRANT | |
State Of Alaboma, FE D EO S
Baldwin County. : - - | L

To Any Lawful Officer of Baid Couniy, Gzeehngs : :
J. D, Amerson

You are he1eby commanded-{o alrest

and bring. _hiL

Coome_ _ . i’ ' ‘ - to answer the State of Alabama on a charge

before

: -.(

 fMurdéﬁ .§

and have you then and thele this writ w1th yom 1etu1n thereon

WJ’mess my hand this. .. 29 day of J Anuary... _? ' ﬁ;ﬁ—é ;’- ! - " '
I ‘ . 4/ s RN P 2
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The State of Alabama

Baldwin County

JUSTICE_(COUR_T OF

T.'C. HAND

AFFIDAVIT

The State of Alabema,

"J.D.: Amerson

Witnesses for the State:

R. J Grangor

Modre Printing Co., Bay Minctte, Ala,

Justice Court of

Baldwm County

Warram of Arrest

The State of Alabama,
Vs.

. J. D. Amerson

Executed this___aauday' of . dan__ 11956

By arresting the within

named Defendant

J. D. Amerson

and placing him

*

%

eriff

, Deputy Shenﬁ




STATE OF ALABAMA IN THE CIRCULT COURT

Vs. OF BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA.
JOHN D. AMASON, March 22, 1968

Defendant

S N St Mot Nt St Mt Nt Nt Nt

STIPULATTION

THE COURT: Let the record show that the District
Attorney and the Attorneys appointed by the Court to defend the
Defendant have agreed and stipulated in open Court that all of
the motion to abate the indictment and to dismiss the indictment
are to be admitted into evidence as evidence on behalf of the
Defendant, and as a statement of fact agreed upon by and between
the State cf Alabama and the Defendant, except the last two
paragraphs contained in said motion, which are conclusions

of the pléader.

CLERK
REGISTER




STATE OF ALABAMA IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

)
% BALDWIN COUNTY, ALABAMA

VS % CRIMINAL DIYISION
JOHN O. AMASON %

DEFENDANT %

Comes now John D. Bmason by his Attorneys and moves the
Court to continue this cause until the September dJury term,
1568 and for grounds therefor says:

1.

Defendant's Attorneys need time to complete preparation
in the cause for that the passage of time has made the location
of witnesses difficult.

2.

Gne of the Attorneys, Wilson Hayes, now acting for
Defendant, expects to be beyond the jurisdiction of this Court
during the greater part of the month of June, 1968.

. Respectfully recuested,

RICHARD A. THOMSPON anc
WILSON HAYES
Attorneyvs for Defendant

A A

Wilsén Haye%




G/(i(,r(‘, ,L»«’Ly \\_; )
Ve o f 4V L |




e e e e e e e

B
e sh i,

/1

STATE OF ALAB v 3
Y N THE
7S, )]
} . CIRCULT COURT OF BALDWIN COUNTY,
J. D. AMERBOH, 3
3 ALABAMA, CRIMINAL DIVISLION
Defendant. ) '
3 ®o. 2111

ik

O RDER

It appesring to the Jouwrt shat J. D. Amerson iz comfined
o the Beldwin County jail, under an indictment charging him with

wurder in the first degree, and that the same defenmdant is
at pregent Insane.

Tu conformity with the provisioms of rhe Code of Alsbams,
of 1958, Title 15 paregraph 423, the undersigned
Q@dg@m has instituted a careful investigation, has called 2
?ag?eat&%m %y&i@ﬁlm; ro-wit: Doctor Cleaude L. Brown, &
practicing Psychiatrist of Mobile, Mobile Coumty, Alabama,
and orher credible witnesses, including the mother and the
sigter of said defendanmt, and, not deeming 2 jury necessary,
has heard the case without & jury. Upom consideration of the
evidence, the undersigned Judge 1s reasonably satisfied that the
said J. D. Awersom is imsane and that he should be discharged
from the custody of the Smeriff of Baldwin Councy, Alabapma, and
ocrdered into the custody of the Alabama Strate Hospitals, chere
ro remain until restoved to his right mind. It is, therefore,

ORDERED, ADIUDCED AND DECREED by the Court that the said
J. D. imersom is inmsane. Further

o 1S ORDERED AND ADJUDGED by the Court rhat the said
I. . Amerson be discharged from Lmprisomment by the Sheriff of
Bgldwin County, Alabama, and be removed by the Sheriff to the

Alebema State Hospitals for the insane at Tuscaloosg, Alabama.




it is further

ORDERED, AND ADJUDGED chat the Superintendemt of seid
Hospltals sha&l inform the Circuilt Judge of Baldwin Counly,
Alabame and the Sheriff of Baldwin Coumty, Alabama, if the sald
J. D. dmerson should be restored to his right mind, thereupon
the said J. D. Amersen i1s to be remanded to the custody of the
Sheriff of Baldwin County, Alabama, and the criminmal proceedings
started against him resumed.

IT 1S TURTHER ORDERED thet & copy of thils order be given
to the Sheriff of Baldwin Coumty, Alabama, and a copy be
givén to the Superintendent of the Alsbame State Hospitals Zor
the im&@ﬁ@ at ?ﬁ&@&iﬁ@g@g é&a%ama

Dated @* E@y M&ﬁat&@, 3@1@&&@ E@umtyg &lahama, this the

day of March, 1967.

- CIRCUILY JUDCE
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Transcript of Criminal Cases from Justice Court of Baldwin County, Ala.

Attorneys Case Charge -~
THE STATE OF ALABAMA,
v.”/ 96 °) s o
/ 1 w{) Davit st \(‘V\A.MJ(JZM/
7
Disposition of Case Fees Amount

Affidavit made and Warrant Issued to ({ "L\ . }@’(&%ﬂ P

1 Warrant at 50c, Affidavit at 25¢ ______..

Returiable

)
Witness—for State Q\ &,

Py QMWMM‘Q“ .0, M

ﬂM4R~ SN AN &g

/O 4 T,

U

&Lbu\:(? m / %ﬂ*a&m\ % m@;} P

Egecuting

Judge's Fees

Bond at 50c¢, Sci Fa. at 50¢
Witnesses’ Recognizances at 25¢
Subpoenas or notice at 25¢,

Continuance at 25¢_.._..

T'rial of Misdemeanor at $1.00 ... __ ...
Mittimus at 25¢ oo o e
Judgment on Forfeited Bond at 25¢. ...
Taking Bond, etc., on Appeal at $1,00____
Exccution of costs at 25¢ .___. _______....

Constable’s Fees
_______________ Subpaoena or Notice at 25¢
Carrying Defendant before Justice

each mile for himself and guard at 10c
Arrest 50c . . _____.
Sheriff's Fees
Arrest $2ﬁ%& Bond $1.00, Sci Fa. 50c. ...
Guard $2.00, Finger Printing 10c____ ...
Subpoenas at 50¢, Mileage_'m_,
- Witness Fees
A e e o e o e e Davs at

S0C. o
_________________________ Days at 30c.._.
........................ Days at 50c.__.
........................ Days at S0c....
........................ Days at 50c....
________________________ Days at 50c....
________________________ Days at $0c....

74

(o0

J00
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